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Bradford & District Amalgamated Branch

2009 Campaign Key Messages 
2. PENSIONS
Dear Members 

We realise that in some areas there is a ‘hang over’ from the way in which pensions was dealt with in 2007. We cannot stress strongly enough though that the situation facing us with Pensions now is not what type of scheme we have but whether we even have a Pension at all. 

On July 2nd the chairman of Royal Mail was quoted saying that the Pension scheme could be closed to existing members if the privatisation bill did not go through. You all know that this bill was withdrawn by the Government and we now face our Pensions being used as some sort of political football. 

The deficit (which will formally be announced within weeks) is not the fault of any postal worker. The company will use the deficit as a stick to beat us with in a bid to force through a variety of unpalatable workplace changes. 

We have to remember that in 2003 Allan Leighton told us the final salary scheme was safe. In 2007 we were told that if we accepted the CARE scheme it would secure the future of our Pensions and the industry. 

Now here we are less than two years later threatened with the closure of the scheme. 

We cannot allow Pensions to be moved to the side once again and it must form part of any final agreement on modernisation. 

The company and the Government have a responsibility to take on board the deficit. They took the Pensions holiday not postal workers and we need to remind them of this. 

Another key angle in this debate will be our managers. Via WTL sessions etc we need to put pressure on them. They are actively trying to undermine our dispute yet their Pensions are at risk as well. THIS MUST BE EXPOSED. 

The first step in resolving the issue of Pensions is for the Union to return a massive YES vote in the forthcoming National Ballot. Ticking the ‘no’ box gives Royal Mail the green light to once again turn back on their promises and put your retirement fund at risk . 

Regards
            Branch Committee
* Briefs with thanks to South Wales/South West Division
VOTE YES IN THE NATIONAL BALLOT X
Any questions or comments on the dispute? Email

bfdcwu@yahoo.co.uk


